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it must be a mild and loving control. Severe punishments are
quite as unwise and unfruitful as indulgence and the lack of
control. Mild control by a firm and just authority is always felt
by the child to be a help. This educates him in self-control.
Harsh punishments, rigid prohibitions of natural pleasures and
healthy activities serve to increase the child's hate, aggression
and anxiety, and are far more likely to turn him into a delinquent
than into a useful member of society.
Moreover, control should be primarily a positive control (as it
usually is in the hands of a skilful school teacher), relying upon
the provision of positive means of activity rather than upon
negative prohibitions. Not so much: "You must not do that," as
"You may do this, and here is the means to do it". To provide
for constructive and co-operative occupations and responsi-
bilities is the best form of control. (This point links with what we
shall have to say in the next section about children's activities.)
If, then, the child's parents are so enormously important to
him and his need for affection, security and a wise control is so
great, how does this bear upon the needs of children whose
parents are either dead or absent or so unsatisfactory that society
decides to remove the children from their care?   It means that
whatever substitutes we make for the child's own home and own
parents, these must, if they are going to help his development,
come as near as possible to being good parents, and must be felt
by the child to represent good parents.  In the case of bad homes,
it is not enough to take the child's own parents away and then
supply simply the physical basis of life. To have no parents at all
(as in a formal institution) is a positive evil and scarcely less
undesirable for the child than having actively bad parents of his
own.   If the representatives of society decide to take the grave
step of separating the child from his own parents, they must
realise that this is a very grave step and that they then have the
further responsibility of recreating a family life for the child.
Otherwise they themselves become bad parents both in fact and
in the child's mind. Again, if the child has no parents of his own
and society takes the responsibility of putting him in a home
where his bodily needs are met, this still meets only one partial
aspect of his needs as a human being.   To shirk or evade the
responsibility for satisfying his emotional and social requirements
is for society's representatives to act as bad parents themselves.
There is, however, still another essential need of the child in the